IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1, 3-4, 6, 8, 10, 13-15, 17-26, 28, 30, 32, and 35 as follows. 
1. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

receiving , by an operator d e t e rmination function of a network a first message 

\ 

requesting a tariff for a connection and including a subscriber identity field comprising an 
indication of a subscriber identity of a terminal that is to terminate the connection, each 
terminal in a communications system being associated with any of a plurality of operators 
and being addressable by the subscriber identity formatted to include a first field and a 
second field, the first field being, for at least some of the subscriber identities, indicative 
of the operator with which a respective subscriber identity is associated; 

determining , by the operator determination function, the operator to which the 
subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the connection is assigned, and 
content of the first field that is associated with that operator; 

forming , at the operator determination function, a modified subscriber identity 
having as ite-asecond field at least the-acontent of the second field of the subscriber 
identity of the terminal that is to terminate the connection and having as its-a_first field 
the content of the first field that is associated with that operator; 

forming , at the op e rator determination function, a second message requesting a 
tariff for a connection and including a subscriber identity field comprising the modified 
subscriber identity; and 
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transmitting the second message to a service control function configured to 
analyse a subscriber identity received in a message requesting a tariff for a connection to 
determine a tariff based on the first field of the received subscriber identity. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

receiving a first message requesting a tariff for a connection, the first message 
comprising a subscriber identity field and an indication of the type of the connection, 
wherein the subscriber identity field comprises an indication of a subscriber identity of a 
terminal that is to terminate the connection, each terminal in a communications system 
being associated with any of a plurality of operators and being addressable by the 
subscriber identity formatted to include a first field and a second field, the first field 
being, for at least some of the subscriber identities, indicative of the operator with which 
a respective subscriber identity is associated; 

deteimining the operator to which the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to 
terminate the connection is assigned, and content of the first field that is associated with 
that operator: 

forming a modified subscriber identity having as a second field at least a content 
of the second field of the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the 
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connection and having as a first field the content of the first field that is associated with 
that operator; 

forming a second message requesting a tariff for a connection comprising a 
subscriber identity field comprising the modified subscriber identity and the indication of 
the type of the connection; and 

transmitting the second message to a control function configured to analyze a 
subscriber identity received in a message requesting a tariff for a connection to determine 
a tariff based on the first field of the received subscriber identity T he -and the indication 
of the type of the connection method as claim e d in claim L comprising: 

r e c e ivings together with the indication of the subscriber identity of the terminal 
that is to terminate the connection^ an indication of the type of the connection; 

forming th e second m e ssag e so as to include the indication of the type of th e 
connection; and 

wh e rein the control function is configured to control the determination of the tariff 
based on the first field of the received subscriber identity and the indication of the type of 
th e connection . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wher e in the operator 
det e rmination function has access to a first database that stores a list of subscriber 
id e ntities and for e ach one an indication of the op e rator with which the r e sp e cti ve 
subscriber id e ntity i s associated, and j wherein the determining step-includes looking up 
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the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the connection in atfee first 
database configured to store a list of subscriber identities and for each subscriber identity 
an indication of the operator with which the respective subscriber identity is associated 
and retrieving any indication of an operator associated therewith in the first database. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 4 , wherein the 
indication of an operator is the content of the first field that is associated with that 
operator. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 4, wherein the operator 
determination function has access to a second database that store s a list of indicators of 
operators and for each one content of the first field that is associated with that operator , 
and the determining step-comprises looking up the indication of an operator in tfee-a 
second database configured with a list of indicators of operators and for each indicator 
content of the first field that is associated with that operator and retrieving content of the 
first field associated therewith. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1 3 wherein the 
subscriber identity field of the message requesting the tariff for a connection does not 
include the first field of the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the 
connection. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein,, if in th e 
d e t e rmining step it is determined a determination is made that the content of the first field 
of the subscriber identity of the terminal is associated with the operator to which that 
subscriber identity is assigned, the second message requesting the tariff for a connection 
is formed with ite-a_subscriber identity field comprising the subscriber identity 
unmodified. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
messages are initial detection point messages. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
messages are StP -session initiation protocol INVITE messages. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein each 
subscriber identity is a telephone number. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in any claim 1, wherein each 
first field is an operator prefix. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the tae# 
service control function comprises one or mor e of a service control point of an intelligent 
network, and a sendee control function. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein each 
message requesting the tariff for a connection comprises a source field for indicating the 
asource of the message, the source field of the first message comprises an indication of 
the source of the first message and the source field of the second message comprises an 
indication of the source of the first message. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, comprising: 

the control function controllin g, by the service control function, the determining of 
the tariff for the connection; and 

applying the tariff to the connection. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
connection is a connection for transfer of data. 

17. (Currently Amended) An apparatus^ comprising: 

an operator determination unit configured responsiv e to receiveing a first message, 
comprising an indication of a subscriber identity of a terminal that is to terminate a 
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connection, each terminal in a communications system beag ^con figured to be associated 
with any of a plurality of operators and being-configured to he addressable by the 
subscriber identity formatted to include a first field and a second field, wherein the first 
field beia gis configured to be , for at least some of the subscriber identities^ indicative of 
a operator with which a respective subscriber identity is associated; 

the operator determination unit being -further configured to determine the operator 
to which the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the connection is 
assigned, and content of the first field that is associated with that operator; 

an identity modifier configured to receive the content and form a modified 
subscriber identity having as ite-asecond field at least the-a_content of the second field of 
the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the connection and having as its 
a_first field the content of the first field that is associated with that operator; 

a message former configured to receive the modified subscriber identity and form 
a second message requesting a tariff for a connection and including a subscriber identity 
field comprising the modified subscriber identity; and 

a message transmitter for transmitting the second message to a service control 
function configured to control the analysis of a subscriber identity received in a message 
requesting a tariff for a connection to determine a tariff based on the first field of the 
received subscriber identity. 

18. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 
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receiving means for receiving by an operator determination function of a network 
a first message requesting a tariff for a connection and including a subscriber identity 
field comprising an indication of a subscriber identity of a terminal that is to terminate 
the connection, each terminal in a communications system being associated with any of a 
plurality of operators and being addressable by the subscriber identity formatted to 
include a first field and a second field, the first field being, for at least some of the 
subscriber identities, indicative of the operator with which a respective subscriber identity 
is associated; 

determining means for determining, by the operator determination function, the 
operator to which the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the 
connection is assigned, and content of the first field that is associated with that operator; 

forming means for forming, at the operator determination function, a modified 
subscriber identity having as ite-asecond field at least the-acontent of the second field of 
the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the connection and having as ite 
a_fkst field the content of the first field that is associated with that operator; 

forming means for forming, at the operator determination function, a second 
message requesting a tariff for a connection and including a subscriber identity field 
comprising the modified subscriber identity; and 

transmitting means for transmitting the second message to a service control 
point function configured to analyze a subscriber identity received in a message 
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requesting a tariff for a connection to determine a tariff based on the first field of the 
received subscriber identity. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the service 
control function is a charging control function. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the service 
control function is a tariff control function. 

21. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
service control point comprises function is a charging control function. 

22. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
service control poin t function is comprises a tariff control function. 

23. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 18, wherein the 
service control poin t function comprises 4s a charging control function. 

24. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 18, wherein the 
sendee control poin t function comprises^ a tariff control function. 
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25. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

an operator determination unit configured to receive a first message, comprising 
an indication of a type of the connection and an indication of a subscriber identity of a 
terminal that is to terminate a connection, each terminal in a communications system 
configured to be associated with any of a plurality of operators and confi gured to be 
addressable by the subscriber identity formatted to include a first field and a second field, 
wherein the first field is configured to be, for at least some of the subscriber identities, 
indicative of a operator with which a respective subscriber identity is associated; 

the operator determination unit farther configured to determine the operator to 
which the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the connection is 
assigned, and content of the first field that is associated with that operator; 

an identity modifier configured to receive the content and form a modified 
subscriber identity having as a second field at least a content of the second field of the 
subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the connection and having as a first 
field the content of the first field that is associated with that operator; 

a message former configured to receive the modified subscriber identity and form 
a second message requesting a tariff for a connection and including a subscriber identity 
field comprising the modified subscriber identity and the indication of the type of the 
connection; and 

a message transmitter for transmitting the second message to a service control 
function configured to control the analysis of a subscriber identity received in a message 
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requesting a tariff for a connection to determine a tariff based on the first field of the 
received subscriber identity and the indication of the type of the connection. 
The apparatus as claimed in 

claim 17, the first message further comprising an indication of the ajype of the 
conn e ction; 5 

the m e ssage former further configured to form the second message s o as to include 
the indication of the type of th e connection; ^and 

th e message transmitter is further configured to tran s mit the second message to the 
control function configured to control the determination of th e tariff based on the first 
field of the received subscrib e r id e ntity and th e indication of the type of the connection. 

26. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, wherein th e 
operator determination unit is further configured to[[:]] 

have access to a first database that stores a list of subscriber identities and for each 
one an indication of the operator with which the respective subscriber identity is 
associated^;]]. 

look up the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the connection in 
the first database[[;]] a and 

retrieve any indication of an operator associated therewith in the first database. 



- 12- 



ApplicationNo.: 10/603,080 



27. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 26, wherein the 
indication of an operator is the content of the first field that is associated with that 
operator. 

28. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 26, wh e r e in the 
op e rator d e termination unit is further configured to[[:]] 

have access to a second database that stores a list of indicators of operators and for 
each one content of the first field that is associated with that operator, 

look up the indication of an operator in the second database[[;]] a and 
retrieve content of the first field associated therewith. 

29. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
subscriber identity field of the message requesting the tariff for a connection does not 
include the first field of the subscriber identity of the terminal that is to terminate the 
connection. 

30. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
operator det e rmination unit is further configured that if it is determined a determination is 
made that the content of the first field of the subscriber identity of the terminal is 
associated with the operator to which that subscriber identity is assigned, the second 
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message requesting the tariff for a connection is formed with its subscriber identity field 
comprising the subscriber identity unmodified. 

31. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
messages are initial detection point messages. 

32. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, wherein the 
messages are Sff -session initiation protocol INVITE messages. 

33. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17 5 wherein each 
subscriber identity is a telephone number. 

34. (Previously Presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, wherein each 
first field is an operator prefix. 

35. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 17, wherein each 
message requesting the tariff for a connection comprises a source field for indicating the 
a_source of the message, the source field of the first message comprises an indication of 
the source of the first message and the source field of the second message comprises an 
indication of the source of the first message. 
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